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Program Expanded to Reach Additional 100 Million People Annually for
Lymphatic Filariasis in Support of New, Evidence-Based WHO
Guidelines
KENILWORTH, N.J.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Merck (NYSE:MRK), known as MSD out side t he Unit ed St at es and Canada, t oday
announced an expansion of t he MECTIZAN® Donat ion Program (MDP) t o reach up t o an addit ional 100 million people per year
t hrough 2025 as part of t he global effort t o eliminat e lymphat ic filariasis (LF).
Through t he MDP, est ablished by Merck in 1987, Merck donat es MECTIZAN® (ivermect in) for onchocerciasis (river blindness)
in all affect ed areas (Lat in America, Africa, Yemen) and for LF in African count ries where it co-exist s wit h river blindness.
LF, also known as elephant iasis, is a parasit ic disease t ransmit t ed t o humans t hrough t he bit es of mosquit oes. Over t ime,
infect ion can impair t he lymphat ic syst em leading t o severe swelling of t he limbs and genit als result ing in severe disabilit y
and social st igma. One of t he neglect ed t ropical diseases (NTDs), it is present in 72 count ries worldwide.
Recent st udies funded by t he Bill & Melinda Gat es Foundat ion and support ed by Merck showed t hat adding ivermect in t o t he
t reat ment regimen used in LF endemic count ries where t here is no river blindness can accelerat e t he t ime needed t o achieve
eliminat ion of LF. The World Healt h Organizat ion (WHO) recent ly published new guidelines out lining t his approach, prompt ing
Merck’s decision t o expand t he geographic reach of t he MDP t o include areas out side of Africa. Merck and t he MDP will work
wit h t he WHO, nat ional LF programs and ot her st akeholders t o develop a mechanism t o enable nat ional programs and t heir
part ners t o deploy t he addit ional donat ion.
“LF is on t he short list of diseases t hat are t arget ed for eliminat ion in t he World Healt h Organizat ion’s Roadmap on
Neglect ed Tropical Diseases,” said Kennet h C. Frazier, chairman and chief execut ive officer, Merck. “Wit h t he evidence put
forward in t he WHO’s new guidelines, we’re expanding t he MECTIZAN® Donat ion Program t o bring improved healt h and hope
t o millions of people as we work t oward t he day when LF is no longer a t hreat .”
Through t he MDP and it s part ners, including endemic count ries, NGOs, t he WHO, t he Unit ed St at es Agency for Int ernat ional
Development (USAID), t he Depart ment for Int ernat ional Development (DFID) and ot her donors and implement at ion
organizat ions, more t han 250 million people in 32 count ries are reached each year for river blindness and LF. Since t he
incept ion of t he program in 1987, Merck has donat ed more t han 2.8 billion t reat ment s for bot h diseases.
Abo ut the MECT IZAN ® Do natio n Pro gram
The MECTIZAN® Donat ion Program (MDP) was est ablished at t he Task Force for Global Healt h in 1987 t o provide medical,
t echnical and administ rat ive oversight of t he donat ion of MECTIZAN® by Merck for t he t reat ment of onchocerciasis. In 1998,
t he MDP expanded it s mandat e t o include oversight of t he donat ion of albendazole by GSK t o be dist ribut ed in conjunct ion
wit h MECTIZAN® for t he eliminat ion of lymphat ic filariasis in onchocerciasis co-endemic areas.
Abo ut Merck
For more t han a cent ury, Merck, a leading global biopharmaceut ical company known as MSD out side of t he Unit ed St at es and
Canada, has been invent ing for life, bringing forward medicines and vaccines for many of t he world’s most challenging
diseases. Through our prescript ion medicines, vaccines, biologic t herapies and animal healt h product s, we work wit h
cust omers and operat e in more t han 140 count ries t o deliver innovat ive healt h solut ions. We also demonst rat e our
commit ment t o increasing access t o healt h care t hrough far-reaching policies, programs and part nerships. Today, Merck
cont inues t o be at t he forefront of research t o advance t he prevent ion and t reat ment of diseases t hat t hreat en people and
communit ies around t he world - including cancer, cardio-met abolic diseases, emerging animal diseases, Alzheimer’s disease
and infect ious diseases including HIV and Ebola. For more informat ion, visit www.merck.com and connect wit h us on Twit t er,
Facebook, Inst agram, YouTube and LinkedIn.

Fo rward-Lo o king Statement o f Merck & Co ., Inc., Kenilwo rth, N.J., U.S.A.
This news release of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilwort h, N.J., U.S.A. (t he “company”) includes “forward-looking st at ement s” wit hin
t he meaning of t he safe harbor provisions of t he U.S. Privat e Securit ies Lit igat ion Reform Act of 1995. These st at ement s are
based upon t he current beliefs and expect at ions of t he company’s management and are subject t o significant risks and
uncert aint ies. If underlying assumpt ions prove inaccurat e or risks or uncert aint ies mat erialize, act ual result s may differ
mat erially from t hose set fort h in t he forward-looking st at ement s.
Risks and uncert aint ies include but are not limit ed t o, general indust ry condit ions and compet it ion; general economic fact ors,
including int erest rat e and currency exchange rat e fluct uat ions; t he impact of pharmaceut ical indust ry regulat ion and healt h
care legislat ion in t he Unit ed St at es and int ernat ionally; global t rends t oward healt h care cost cont ainment ; t echnological
advances, new product s and pat ent s at t ained by compet it ors; challenges inherent in new product development , including
obt aining regulat ory approval; t he company’s abilit y t o accurat ely predict fut ure market condit ions; manufact uring
difficult ies or delays; financial inst abilit y of int ernat ional economies and sovereign risk; dependence on t he effect iveness of
t he company’s pat ent s and ot her prot ect ions for innovat ive product s; and t he exposure t o lit igat ion, including pat ent
lit igat ion, and/or regulat ory act ions.
The company undert akes no obligat ion t o publicly updat e any forward-looking st at ement , whet her as a result of new
informat ion, fut ure event s or ot herwise. Addit ional fact ors t hat could cause result s t o differ mat erially from t hose described
in t he forward-looking st at ement s can be found in t he company’s 2016 Annual Report on Form 10-K and t he company’s ot her
filings wit h t he Securit ies and Exchange Commission (SEC) available at t he SEC’s Int ernet sit e (www.sec.gov).
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